“The New Plymouth Church Family Experiencing and Shang the Transforming Power of Jesus.”

“There is no faith with a closed Bible”

The probability is that most Christians never stthay
Bible outside the church building. If this is trakyou,
think of how great your loss is! Imagine the lgssir
children suffer! Let me illustrate this by an extrely
loose paraphrase of the words of Paul in Romans
10:13-17.

“Whoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall b
saved? But how shall they call on One in whom the
have no faith? And how shall they have faith dyth
never open their Bible? How shall they have fdith
they rarely come to Bible classes? How shall their
children have faith if they rarely hear Bible s&w?
And how shall they hear if they are not in clage®
how shall they hear and learn if attendance isaict
(Rom. 10:13-17)? Now that’s a loose paraphrase.

However, do you see the point? If salvation comes
from faith, and faith comes from being inside thardy
how can one be saved if he is not a Bible studdiite
truth is that salvation is by faith, and that faittmes
from hearing. If listening to God and learning His
word is not part of my life, how can | expect tovba
faith? “Without faith it is impossible to pleaséni
(Heb. 11:6).

Think over the last several weeks of your life. Hav
you been sitting in Bible classes or worship withou
listening? Presence in a building is not the same
actively listening and increasing faith. When \tlzes
last time you took special notice of something you
heard, or underlined things in your Bible? Théttis
that far too many Christians don’t even bring ttle
to worship. If this is true of you, how can yoaith be
growing?

“Faith is the victory that overcomes the world"Jdhn
5;4). The faith discussed in this verse is perstaith

in our hearts. The world is filled with that whiwiill
draw us away from Him and our only hope of escapi
its power is in having our own faith. Yet faith is
dependant on us hearing the word. If your lifeas
characterized by spending time with an open Bijabe,

cannot have fait In the absencof faith all that
remains is that the world will overcome us! Therldo
will have the victory!

There may be times when we do not realize our
dependency on faith. However, let hard times ciome
our lives and without faith we wiperish Let Satan
bring us into tempting situations and without fait@
will perish.

Are there changes you need to make so your faith cg
grow? Think about it!

Allan’s Psalms Journal.

Psalms.37.

1- This is great, for here we see David instructs
that the Godly trust in the Lord who will deliver
them from evil but the wicked will get theirs. We
must wait patiently on the Lord.

Psalms.38.
1- A confession of sin which causes David much
suffering. He calls upon the Lord to save Him.

Sick.
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Who is the Enemy?
By Teresa Hampton

Before Andrew Jackson became the seventh presadiéme United States, he serve
as a major general in the Tennessee militia. Duteg/Nar of 1812 his troops reached an
all-time low in morale. As a result they began amgubickering, and fighting among
themselves. Old Hickory called all of them togetberone occasion when tensions were
their worst and said, "Gentlemen! Let's rememlber gnemy is over there."

At times we in the church get side-tracked witlisie concerns and devolve into pe
nit picking, resulting in arguing, bickering, angHhting. For some, it is merely the social
political game of life. We live in a dog eat- dogmhd, and it seeps into the church. Satan

greatest delight is that we view each other as e®rnurn on each other, and self-destrugt

(Galatians 5:15). Perhaps we have forgotten tleatlévil is our enemy, the adversary. He
walking about like a roaring lion, seeking whomrhay devour (1 Peter 5:8).

Like Old Hickory’s troops, we have been calledetbger. Paul reminds uSpr you
brethren, have been called to liberty... through Ilseeve one another. For all the law is
fulfilled in one word, even in this; ‘Yahall love your neighbour as yoursglGalatians
5:13-14).

When we are committed to the good of each othdmgvto sacrifice personal desirg
or suffer for the sake of our brothers and sist@esyill have a united front. Then we will &
able to focus on the real enemy.

Paul’'s voyage to Rome had to be a truly terrifyingrip. For fourteen days they had been driven by thdierce
winds and the storm clouds prevented them from getig any sightings. They had no knowledge at all afhere
they were. Conditions were so bad that Luke, who veawith Paul, said, “All hope that we would be savedas
finally given up” (Acts 27:20).

What do you do when times like this come in yourfie? Paul uses three phrases each of us should ledoow to
use. In the presence of all on the ship he said th@od stood beside him andhe belonged to GodThat fact
should settle every trial we face! God is, God isith me and | belong to Him. Secondly, he affirmedhat he
served GodWe are His and we serve Him!

Finally, Paul settles it all by saying, “I believeGod that it will be just as it was told me” (Acts Z:25). We are
His; we serve Him; and we can trust Him! We can bédve it will be just as He said it would belext time you
are in life’s storm, remember He is there!
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