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What a friend we have in Jesus: 

Knowing the influence that friends have on each other, the 

Lord advises that “the righteous should choose his friends 

carefully” (Prov. 12:26).  Friends, even as the Bible uses the 

word, are not mere acquaintances.  True friends build a 

relationship which can surpass even that which they 

experienced in their own home.  Solomon stated that “there 

is a friend who sticks closer than a brother,” and “a friend 

loves at all times” (Prov. 18:24; 17:17).  (This is why 

husbands and wives need to be best friends.)   

Moses spoke of a friend “who is as your own soul” (Deut. 

13:6).  That’s the kind of friends that David and Jonathan 

were to each other.  First Samuel 18 says, “The soul of 

Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved 

him as his own soul...Then Jonathan and David made a 

covenant, because he loved him as his own soul” (18:1, 3). 

Do you have a friend that you would trust and value “as your 

own soul”?  Many of us can identify that person(s) in our 

lives and we cannot imagine trying to exist without their 

close and constant companionship. Can I remind you of 

another friend whom you cannot live without? 

The following passages paint a portrait of God that I think 

we need to have refreshed in our hearts.  “So the Lord spoke 

to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend” (Ex. 

33:11).  Meditate on that for a minute.  Moses and the Lord 

were very close friends. 

James tells us that Abraham “was called the friend of God” 

(2:23).  In the Old Testament, Abraham truly was called 

God’s friend.  In 2 Chronicles 20:7, King Jehoshaphat 

appealed to God and referred to “Abraham Your friend 

forever.”  But, it was not just others calling Abraham a friend 

of God.  In Isaiah 41:8, the Lord Himself said, “Abraham 

My friend.”  Meditate on that for a minute.  God proclaimed, 

“Abraham is My friend.” 

We have a friend who sticks closer than a brother (cf. Heb. 

13:5-6).  We have a friend who loves at all times (cf. Rom. 

8:35-39).  We have a friend who loves us as His own soul 

(cf. Eph. 5:2; Isa. 53:10-12; Heb. 4:15).   

Now, go and read John 15:13-15.  He loved His friends and 

laid down His life for His friends.  But, we are only His 

friends if we do as He has commanded us. 

Would the Lord call you His friend?  Is He your close, 
constant companion?  Is your soul knit to Him? 

News and notes; 

Thank you to everyone for the successful friend’s day 

this past Sunday. As usual, you ladies of the 

congregation did a great job in preparing the luncheon. 

This was our last friend’s day for the 2008 year and we 

will get the dates for 2009 friend’s days’ early in 

January.      

Children’s “End of Year Party,” 20th Dec 08 at 11 am. 

Deidre is the contact person for this event.  

 

Ladies end of year function is on the 15
th
 December.  

 

Psalms Journal:  
Psalm .61. 

1- A Hymn of Confidence while David 
apparently was away from home on some 
distant expedition (v. 2), or possibly at the 
time of Absalom rebellion. 

 
Psalms. 62.  

1- This is a psalm of David that reveals an 
impassioned trust and reliance upon God.  

2- There is also the thought that talks of his resolve 
to wait upon God. The real emphasis of the 
psalm is to lead people to trust in God.  

 
Psalm.63. 

1- I. An expression of earnest desire to see the 
power and glory of God again, as he had 
formerly done in the sanctuary, Psa_63:1-2. 

2-  His sense of the goodness of God, and of the 
value of the divine favor, as being greater than 
that of life; and his purpose to find his 
happiness in God, and to praise and bless him 
in all situations, especially in those moments of 
solemn meditation when he was alone upon his 
bed, Psa_63:3-6. 

3-  His remembrance of former mercies, and his 
conviction that God still upheld him by his right 
hand, Psa_63:7-8. 

4- His firm belief that all his enemies would be 
destroyed, Psa_63:9-11. 

Allan 


