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What  a Character

Character is like a tree and reputation like its 
shadow. The shadow is what we think of it; the 
tree is the real thing. Abraham Lincoln 

Character cannot be developed in ease and 
quiet. Only through experience of trial and 
suffering can the soul be strengt
inspired, and success achieved. Helen Keller 

People seem not to see that their opinion of the 
world is also a confession of their character. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson

I was browsing through some quotes the other 
day and found these. I was immed
Abraha
and I w
between the shadow and the real thing. The 
quote fr
of her o
and sufferings; and Ralph Waldo Emerson’s 
quote reminded me of a message from another 
writer, James the brother of Christ. 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive
who lis
it says 
mirror and, after looking at himself, goes 
away a
like. But the man who looks intently into the 
perfect
to do this, not forgetting what 
but doing it
does (James 1:22
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What  a Character  

Character is like a tree and reputation like its 
shadow. The shadow is what we think of it; the 
tree is the real thing. Abraham Lincoln  

Character cannot be developed in ease and 
quiet. Only through experience of trial and 
suffering can the soul be strengthened, ambition 
inspired, and success achieved. Helen Keller  

People seem not to see that their opinion of the 
world is also a confession of their character. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson  

I was browsing through some quotes the other 
day and found these. I was immediately drawn to 

ham Lincoln because I admire his character, 
I wondered if he often recognized disparities 

between the shadow and the real thing. The 
e from Helen Keller was fascinating because 
r own character that emerged from her trials 

nd sufferings; and Ralph Waldo Emerson’s 
quote reminded me of a message from another 
writer, James the brother of Christ.  

Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
ive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone 
 listens word to the but does not do what 
ys is like a man who looks at his face in a 

mirror and, after looking at himself, goes 
y and immediately forgets what he looks 

like. But the man who looks intently into the 
ect law that gives freedom, and continues 

to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, 
but doing it --he will be blessed in what he 
does (James 1:22 -25). 
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