Sick- Miss Shirley, Anne Van Kuyk, Donna, Amy
Browne, Gaye, Steve Richardson, Carol Larson.
Brother Carter, Hazel.

Studying Gospel- Joan, Soko, Philip, Siassi, Gary,
Shane, Cyril, and Myra.

Faith Struggles- lan.

Church in — Zimbabwe, Micronesia, Islands, Church
in N.Z.

Work- of Sister Betty Choate & Voice of Truth, our
own evangelism works here in New Plymouth.

Prayers for Samoan and Tongan brethren and
nations as well as other South Pacific countries.

Youth program and the outreach program in our
congregation.

Prayers for Bens supporters family as they cope
with the passing of Brother Paul Carter.

The men’s meeting will be on
Sunday 15 6:30 due to the
meeting with Mike Vestal on
the 8.

New Plymouth Church Family

Sunday Worship: 10:00 am.
Bible Study: 11:15 am.
Sunday Night Men’s Class: 6:30pm

Wednesday Night Study: 6:30 pm.

Monday Night Ladies Class: 7:00 pm.

New Plvmouth Church of Christ

96 Waimea Street, New Plymouth
New Zealand
Phone: 06 753 2612
Cell: 027 5444 636
www.churchofchrist.org.nz
allan@churchofchrist.org.nz

ov 8th 38

Are We in the Midst
of a
SPiritual Recession??

Friday Nov 6", 7:30pm
“Are we in a spiritual recession?”
Saturday Nov 7, 7:30pm
“Spiritual recession, is there hope?”

Sunday 8" Nov 10am

“What really matters?”
Sunday 8" Nov 11: am

Winning over the spiritual recession (Part 1)
Sunday night 7:30pm
Winning over the recession

(Part 2)

Hear Mike Vestal on the Subject



Family Updates

If you would like to continue to support the
Samoan Brethren financially and through
encouragement the contact is Raymond Voigt,
<rcvoigt@gmail.com>

Hazel is now at Home and recouping from
here operation. If you can, a visit would be
great. Call before going out to her home.

The 6" through to the 8" will be a great time
of learning with Brother Mike Vestal. Invite
friends, family to these great lessons by Mike.

A new roster will be out this Wednesday
please underline your responsibilities and
commit to them. We are especially thankful to
Paul for spending time organizing the roster
and getting it out.

Letterboxing material for the upcoming
meeting with Mike is on the foyer
table. | have set aside Thursday
morning for those interested in helping
to place these in the letterboxes
around the building. Get your walking
shoes on and Join me at 10am to 12
noon then a coffee.

"Comfort Zone Christians"

It is said that "He who aims at nothing will hit it,"
and "He who has no goal in mind will get there
fast." | wonder, in the realm of Christianity, how
many of us go through our lives as Christians with
no goals, no objectives, and no plans? "Comfort
Zone Christians" is a term that is growing in
popularity which describes this behaviour, and |
believe that many of us fit into this category. Why
do | believe this? For the simple fact that it's easy
to just do as you please if you have no objectives,
goals, or plans in life. No plans means no failures!
What an easy life! Thus with this attitude
everything is nice and safe within our "Comfort
Zone." But is that where Jesus wants us to be? Oh
yes, He did say in Matthew 11:28, "Come unto
me...and | will give you rest." But | really don't
think He meant for us to just "kick back and get
comfortable" (cf. 2 Timothy 3:12). Rest assured my
brethren, one is not going to suffer any form of
persecution while in their "Comfort Zone." |
believe that God expects us to reach out beyond
our private domain.

Let me illustrate with the following example.
When a baby eagle is left in its nest, it is in its
"Comfort Zone." In order for it to learn to fly, it
must leave its "Comfort Zone." Often, the mother
eagle will begin to pull the feathers from the
bottom of the nest, leaving the baby eagle sitting
on the hard, sharp sticks that make up the nest.
Get the picture? Many of us are like that baby
eagle. We snuggle down into our padded pew, we
get comfortable and don't want to go out into the
real world. What would happen to that eagle if it
never left its nest? It would live and die never
knowing the thrill of flight, never reaching its

potential (cf. Revelation 3:1). It's sad to say, but
it's worth repeating, many of us are like that baby
eagle. We'll never know the thrill of flight because
we never leave the nest. We'll never reach our
potential, or even know what it is, because we
won't leave our "Comfort Zone."

When Peter left the boat and walked to Jesus on
the sea (Matthew 14:22-31), he had to leave his
"Comfort Zone." How many of us would get out of
the boat and go to Jesus if He would bid us to
come? Now, before you answer that too quickly,
consider the fact that He commanded us to "Go
out into the highways and hedges and compel
them to come in, that my house may be filled"
(Luke 14:23). Jesus didn't ask us to walk on water,
just to go out and invite them to come in. But
when going out and ministering to people is
suggested, some react with excuses as if you had
asked them to walk on water!

Brethren, we need to realize that the boat we
must come out of is our "Comfort Zone"; the
water we must walk on is the unsure ground of a
new experience. This may be a hard road for some
to conquer, and some of you may be thinking, "I'll
never be able to conquer that road." If this is your
thinking, let me remind you of something. A long,
long time ago, this same Jesus had to conquer the
road that led to Golgotha, "that is to say, a place
of a skull" (Matthew 27:33). In conquering that
road, He has afforded you and me the hope of
conquering the road that leads to heaven. But in
order to conquer that road we must leave our
"Comfort Zone." If this means "out of our seats
and into the streets," then let's go! Remember,
Heaven will surely be worth it all!



